
 

Frequently Asked Questions  
About the Old Testament  

SESSION 26 – PROVERBS 16–31 

 

Why make a decision if God always has the final say (16:1–
9)?  

God’s overriding veto sounds strange in a book about how to make wise choices. But it is 

consistent with the rest of the Bible. We are urged to act wisely, for our life’s outcome depends 

on these decisions. Yet, despite what we decide to do, God has the final word. For the wise, this 

is a comforting thought: God is in control. For the foolish, however, it’s a sign of frustration, 

because God will overrule their plans.  

–The Quest Study Bible  

How can love and faithfulness atone for sin (16:6)?  

The moral quality of conduct that God desires is sometimes summed up as “love and 

faithfulness” (Hosea 4:1). When his people repent of sin and bring their lives into accord with his 

will, God forgives and withdraws his judgment (see Isaiah 1:18–19; 55:7; Jeremiah 3:22; Ezekiel 

18:23, 30–32; 33:11–12, 14–16; Hosea 14:1–2, 4). Thus it can be said that love and 

faithfulness, in a manner of speaking, “atone for” sin, i.e., they turn away God’s wrath against it. 

However, we must be clear that the New Testament teaches that good deeds can never remove 

guilt and shame. Only the shedding of the blood of Jesus can accomplish that (Hebrews 9:22). 

The writer of Proverbs is describing the results of repentance, not the means to be reconciled to 

God.  

–NIV Study Bible Notes and The Quest Study Bible  

How does God test the heart (17:3)?  



The Lord examines every thought and every motive. One side in the imagery used here is silver 

and gold being purified (refined by high heat where the impurities float to the surface and are 

removed); the other is the Lord “testing” human hearts. Such examinations are always 

constructive; they are designed to improve the value of the one being purified. In the same way, 

suffering allows the moral impurities in our character to surface. The heat of hard times is 

designed to improve us, drawing us closer to the heart of God.  

–NIV Bible Commentary and The Quest Study Bible  

Is it appropriate today to “cast lots” in order to determine 
God’s will (18:18)?  

Serious disputes may be prevented through divinely inspired arbitration. The assumption behind 

this saying is that providence played the determining role in the casting of lots. If both parties 

recognized this, the matter can be resolved, no matter how strong the “opponents.” Today 

God’s word and spiritual leaders figure prominently in divine arbitration (1Co 6:1–8). Lots should 

be used only in the absence of clear biblical mandates and clear biblical direction from godly 

leaders.  

–NIV Bible Commentary  

Does “blameless” mean we must measure up to a list of 
rules (20:7)?  

First, it is important to understand that “righteous” introduces the person as a member of the 

believing community who strives to live according to God’s standards, and “blameless” 

describes that person’s lifestyle. However, “blameless” does not imply perfection but integrity. 

Someone with integrity believes in God and strives constantly to align his life with God’s .  

–NIV Bible Commentary and The Quest Study Bible  

What is the explanation for “God-fearing people who are 
poor or unhealthy” (22:4)?  

Like other proverbs, this one makes a general observation about life which is usually true. 

Occasionally, though, God allows God-fearing people to suffer so that he might display his 

mighty works through them (John 9:1–3). God may also use poverty or poor health to test our 



loyalties (Deuteronomy 8:2), to keep us dependent upon his grace (2 Corinthians 12:7–10) or to 

develop character in us (James 1:2–4).  

–The Quest Study Bible  

Does Proverbs 22:6 always work for the children of 
believers?  

Here we see the general principle that when a godly parent gives proper attention to the training 

of his child for adult responsibility and for a well-ordered life lived for God, then he may 

confidently expect that child –even though he may stray during his young adulthood–will never 

be able to get away completely from his parental training and from the example of a God-fearing 

home. Even when he becomes old, he will not depart from it. Is this an iron-clad guarantee? No. 

These maxims are meant to be good, sound, helpful advice; they are not presented as surefire 

promises of infallible success. Parents who have faithfully followed biblical principles and 

practices in rearing their children may safely entrust them as adults to the keeping and guidance 

of God and feel no sense of personal guilt if a child later veers off course. They have done their 

best before God. The rest is up to each child himself.  

–The Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties  

Is it wrong to borrow money (22:7)?  

Proverbs does not categorically prohibit borrowing, but it does remind us that debt is a form of 

bondage. The ancient Israelites sometimes sold themselves into slavery to pay off debts 

(Exodus 21:2–7). Today, if we can’t pay on time or pay at all, the lender can garnish our wages 

or personal possessions. In a society where credit cards and loan opportunities abound, 

extreme caution about borrowing money is needed.  

–The Quest Study Bible  

Is it wrong to take a nap (24:33–34)?  

If it is, then Jesus sinned by taking one (Luke 8:22–23)! Actually, restful sleep is a gift from God 

(Psalm 4:8; 127:2) and in this day of hurriedness, many of us need to enjoy that gift more often. 

Proverbs here is talking about the person who uses sleep to avoid doing something that needs 

to be done. The issue is not so much sleep per se as it is the need to take responsibility for 

one’s household–to avoid the encroaching weeds of poverty through daily-due diligence.  



–Judson Poling  

What’s wrong with encouraging somebody who’s down 
(25:20)?  

The Bible teaches that we are to rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep 

(Romans 12:15). By coming alongside others and entering into their struggles, we given them 

permission to grieve and express their heart instead of pressuring them to express a superficial 

happiness in the midst of very real pain.  

–Don Porter  

Is the wife of noble character a realistic model for today’s 
woman (31:10–31)?  

With poetic flair this passage shows that a godly woman can find fulfillment in her home, in the 

community, and in a career. This passage does not limit a woman’s role to any one of these 

areas. Nor does it create unrealistic expectations for women, calling them to do everything in all 

these areas. Some women will focus more on one of these aspects than on the others. Rather 

than presenting an impossible dream, this epilogue to Proverbs lays out some of the possible 

opportunities for women who are married and have children. The “wife of noble character” puts 

wisdom into the fabric of her life.  

–The Quest Study Bible  


