
 

Frequently Asked Questions  
About the Old Testament  

SESSION 24 – 2 CHRONICLES 19–36 

 

Why have a choir lead soldiers into battle (20:21)?  

Soldiers typically would shout war cries or chant and sing in rhythm to the marching. 

Jehoshaphat had the Israelites do the same, but their shouts were to summon the help of the 

Lord instead of their own courage. He wanted them to see that they weren’t the warriors; God 

was fighting for them! Joshua (Joshua 6:20), Gideon (Judges 7:20) and Jeroboam (13:14–15) 

commanded similar processions or war shouts that glorified God.  

–The Quest Study Bible  

How did the Lord “ambush” the enemy of Israel (20:22)?  

The “ambushes” that the Lord then set against the invaders are not identified; but they may 

have consisted of some of the more rapacious Seirites (Edomites), since the men of Ammon 

and Moab proceeded to turn on the men of Mount Seir. The result was that “they helped to 

destroy one another,” just as had occurred at the triumph of Gideon (Judges 7:22).  

–NIV Bible Commentary  

What was wrong with going into the temple (27:2)?  

The Lord had made it clear that there was to be a distinction in the responsibilities and role of 

the different offices of the leaders of the nation. For example, the role of priests and that of kings 

were distinct so that there were certain areas of the temple which were restricted to priests 

alone. This is probably to keep the people looking to God and not to human leaders. Uzziah’s 

mistake was to do what only priests were commissioned to do, and Jotham is commended here 

for not repeating it.  

–Don Porter  



Do those who faithfully serve God always grow powerful 
(27:6)?  

This statement is unique to the Chronicler and an elaboration of his thesis that fidelity to God’s 

commands brings blessing: in construction, military victory and prosperity–all “because he 

walked steadfastly before the LORD” (v. 6).  

–NIV Bible Study Notes  

Those who faithfully follow the Lord may or may not be successful from a “worldly” perspective. 

What makes them powerful is not their status or money, but their relationship with the Lord.  

–Don Porter  

Is defeat a sign of God’s displeasure (28:5)?  

It was in this case but it’s not always a certain sign. A sovereign God does not insure that good 

always wins and evil always loses–except in the long run. While the battle is the Lord’s, smaller 

skirmishes may be lost for a number of reasons: human error, wrong timing, less than ideal 

circumstances, talented opposition and so on. Losses need not mean defeat, however. Instead 

they can be an opportunity to take stock, reconsider strategy and determine if God’s plan is 

being followed.  

–The Quest Study Bible  

Why would Ahaz become even more unfaithful to the Lord in 
a time of trouble (28:22)?  

In times of struggle and stress some people rely on the Lord in deeper trust and faith while 

others place their reliance even more on themselves (their strength, their will, their wisdom, 

etc.). We need remember that while trials and struggles may not always turn out as we would 

like, they always provide opportunity for greater growth and maturity (James 1:2–4 and Romans 

8:28).  

–Don Porter  

Who taught Hezekiah to serve the Lord (29:3)?  



The writer gives only hints. Any king who served God did so in light of the example of David, 

who preceded Hezekiah by 300 years. Faithful priests, prophets and other persons close to 

Hezekiah must have kept the vision of David alive. It’s certain Hezekiah did not learn 

faithfulness from his own father. Others close to the child must have nurtured him in the truth.  

–The Quest Study Bible  

Likewise in our day, both parents and leaders in the church should faithfully mentor, encourage, 

and teach the next generation the truth of God’s Word!  

–Don Porter  

What was so special about the number “seven” (29:21)?  

Even among pagans, the number seven had been especially recognized throughout the region 

for centuries, perhaps because of the religious rituals attached to the phases of the moon. 

Among the Hebrews, however, from the time of creation, seven signified something that was 

complete or perfect.  

–The Quest Study Bible  

Of what were the people healed (30:20)?  

This could have been a physical healing of some of the people, but the context seems to 

indicate a spiritual healing. Some present had been careless about the ritual requirements of the 

Passover (verses 18–19). In the spirit of unity and grace, Hezekiah prayed God would overlook 

the immediate ceremonial transgression, and, more importantly, the longstanding national 

division. Forgiveness of sin like Solomon (7:14) and David (Psalm 41:4) prayed for came to 

pass–with resulting joy and unity (verse 21).  

–Judson Poling  

What causes prayers to reach God (30:27)?  

The phrase, “God heard them, for their prayer reached heaven,” shows how limited human 

language is when it comes to explaining the supernatural. God hears and knows everything. But 

when he “ignores” some prayers for certain reasons, human language might say that God does 

not “hear” those prayers. These prayers were effective because those who prayed had 



submitted to God and were dependent upon him. Their earnest requests were squared with 

God’s will and purpose. Selfish or doubting prayers are exercises in futility.  

–The Quest Study Bible  

What is a “tithe” (31:5)?  

A tithe represents one-tenth of one’s income. Just when and where the idea arose of making the 

tenth the rate for paying tribute to rulers and of offering gifts as a religious duty cannot be 

determined. History reveals that it existed in Babylon in ancient times, as well as in Persia, 

Egypt, and even China. By the time of Christ, Roman rule had greatly affected the economic life 

of Judea; hence it was difficult for people to tithe. But that the laws regarding the tenth were still 

observed is shown in that the Pharisees tithed even the herbs that were used in seasoning food 

(Matthew 23:23; Luke 11:42).  

–NIV Bible Commentary  

Why is there no mention of Manasseh’s repentance and 
restoration in 2 Kings 21 (33:13)?  

It seems a bit strange that such an important development as the latter-day repentance of this 

long-reigning king receives no mention whatever in 2 Kings 21. But the reason seems to lie in 

the different focus of interest that guided the author of Kings. He was not quite so concerned 

with the personal relationship of individual leaders to the Lord as he was with the response of 

the nation as a whole to its responsibilities under the covenant. The author of Chronicles, 

however, takes more of a personal interest in the relationship each leader or king maintained 

toward God.  

–Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties  

Why did God permit an evil king to rule so long (33:1–2)?  

A long tenure is normally a sign of God’s blessing. Still, Manasseh was punished for his sins, 

not rewarded. It was only after he had repented that he was later restored to the throne. If he 

had not turned to God, Manasseh would have remained a prisoner in Babylon and his reign as 

king would not have been so long.  

–The Quest Study Bible  


