
 

Frequently Asked Questions  
About the Old Testament  

SESSION 20 – JOB 1–21 

 

Does this description of Job present him as a “sinless man 
(1:1)”?  

That Job was “blameless” and “upright” should not be construed to imply he was sinless (cf. 

13:26; 14:16–17). The former, from the root “be complete,” usually refers to a person’s spiritual 

maturity and the integrity of one’s inner being. The latter, meaning “straight,” “right,” is used in 

many contexts dealing with human behavior that is in line with God’s ways. Together they 

provided an idiomatic way to describe Job’s high moral character.  

–The NIV Bible Commentary  

Can we ask God to forgive someone else (1:5)?  

Not exactly, but we can pray for others. In the ancient times of the patriarchs, the father acted 

as priest for his family. Here Job served as a priest by offering sacrifices on behalf of his 

children. The Bible contains numerous instances where people interceded for others: for 

example, Moses prayed for the sins of the Israelites (Numbers 14:19) as did Nehemiah 

(Nehemiah 1:4-11).  

–The Quest Study Bible  

Was God giving Satan permission to hurt Job (1:12)?  

Yes. Satan, the accuser, is given power to afflict (v. 12 a) but is kept on a leash (v. 12 b). In all 

his evil among men (vv. 15, 17) or in nature (vv. 16, 19), Satan is under God’s power (compare 

1 Chronicles 21:1 with 2 Samuel 24:1; see 1 Samuel 16:14; 2 Samuel 24:16; 1 Corinthians 5:5; 

2 Corinthians 12:7; Hebrews 2:14). The contest, however, is not a sham. Will Job curse God to 



his face? If Job does not, the accuser will be proven false and God’s delight in Job will be 

vindicated.  

–The NIV Study Bible  

How did Satan incite God (2:3)?  

The words should not be used to imply that God can somehow be stirred up to do things that 

are against his will. On the contrary, God suggested Job to the Accuser (1:8; 2:3) in the first 

place. All Job’s suffering was part of the divine purpose, as God says in 38:2: “Who is this that 

darkens my counsel with words without knowledge?” But when God uses a secondary cause to 

affect the life of a human, even Satan can be said to stir him up.  

–The NIV Bible Commentary  

What was the nature of the illness brought on Job (2:7)?  

The precise nature of Job’s sickness is uncertain, but its symptoms were painful festering sores 

over the whole body (7:5), nightmares (7:14), scabs that peeled and became black (30:28, 30), 

disfigurement and revolting appearance (2:12; 19:19), bad breath (19:17), excessive thinness 

(17:7; 19:20), fever (30:30) and pain day and night (30:17).  

–The NIV Study Bible  

Is trouble going to come no matter what we do (5:7)?  

In essence, yes. Trouble is certain. In a world fallen due to sin, no one can escape the trouble 

inherent in this life. Some may seem to have more trouble than others, but all face something 

sooner or later. Eliphaz makes a direct connection between moral evil and physical evil: that 

trouble comes from doing wrong. This is only one explanation of suffering, however, and it 

wasn’t the right one for Job’s circumstances.  

–The Quest Study Bible  

What is Eliphaz’s response to Job’s suffering?  

Eliphaz’s conclusion: Job must turn from unrighteousness (4:7) and resentment against God (v. 

2) to humility (v. 11) and the acceptance of God’s righteous discipline (v. 17). Eliphaz’s purpose 

is to offer theological comfort and counsel to Job (2:11), but instead he wounds him with false 

accusations.  



–The NIV Study Bible  

Can those who trust in God get so depressed (7:15–16)?  

Yes, even those with great faith have their moments of despair. Moses wanted to die (Numbers 

11:15) as did Elijah (1 Kings 19:4), and Jeremiah wished he’d never been born (Jeremiah 

20:14). Job wanted release from his suffering.  

–The Quest Study Bible  

Does God continually test us (7:18)?  

No, at least not in the unmerciful sense that Job implies here. We should remember that these 

are the words of a deeply despondent man, one who saw death as preferable to life (3:17-22). 

Those whom God delivers from the depths of despair see things differently. Some see Job’s 

words as a parody on the theme of Psalm 8:4: “What is man that you are mindful of him, the son 

of man that you care for him?”  

–The Quest Study Bible  

Was the counsel of Job’s three friends wrong?  

Their view that people do suffer for their sins and need to be brought face-to-face with that 

reality was not wholly wrong. The assumption that Job was one of these is what led them astray 

as counselors. The lessons we learn from Job’s friends about counseling are negative, but the 

three are not alike. The book presents three counselors instead of one because each had his 

own approach and message for Job. Eliphaz began somewhat sensitive to Job’s needs but 

eventually lost patience (ch. 22). The other two were aloof and superior. None of them was able 

to accept Job unconditionally. It is true that Job was a stubborn patient, but they were unable or 

unwilling–or both–to become involved with him. Their advice was well-meant and often 

accurately and artistically stated, but it succeeded in making Job even more stubborn and 

resistive to them. No doubt a large part of the problem was their academic commitment to a 

viewpoint they refused to alter, namely, that sin brings suffering and suffering is evidence of sin.  

–The NIV Bible Commentary  

Does God forget our sins (11:6)?  



Nothing escapes God. He sees all sins and injustices in the world. Zophar, however, seems to 

imply sarcastically that Job’s punishment would be much worse if God had not forgotten some 

of his sin. In reality, though God does not forget as we understand forgetfulness, he does 

choose to not remember our sins and to mercifully wipe the slate clean (Isaiah 43:25).  

–The Quest Study Bible  

What “pledge” or guarantee was Job asking for (17:3)?  

The translation of verse 3 is difficult. The following paraphrase may help clarify the meaning: 

“Give attention (O God) to becoming my guarantor (that I am right) with you, for who else will 

shake my hand to prove it?” If God put up such a guarantee for Job, it would not only silence his 

mockers (the counselors) but would prove they were guilty of false accusation and deserving of 

the sanctions and punishment they had implied Job deserved.  

–The NIV Bible Commentary  

Why is God sometimes silent when we cry for help (19:7)?  

The short answer might be that God’s silence can deepen our faith. The long answer is that we 

don’t know. God’s silence has puzzled his people from the earliest times until now. God, even in 

his matchless love for his people, sometimes allows us to drift, seemingly alone.  

–The Quest Study Bible  

Why are wicked people so successful (21:13)?  

Usually they are smart and pragmatic in devious ways. They may know how to take advantage 

of people and make shrewd decisions. Many view life not in moral terms but in what they can 

get out of it for themselves. If they have no scruples, anything standing in the way of prosperity 

can be removed with a vengeance. Winners take all.  

–The Quest Study Bible  


